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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LEAD EDITORIAL IN WASHINGTON POST 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 20: 

FOR MORE THAN SEVEN MONTHS POST REPORTER LEON DASH 
TREKKED ACROSS THE VAST REACHES OE SOUTHERN ANGOLA, GUIDED 
BY GUERRILLAS OF UNITA. THIS GROUP LOST OUT IN THE CIVIL 
WAR ATTENDING THE BIRTH OR INDEPENDENT ANGOLA LAST YEAR 
BUT LIVED TO FIGHT ON. MR DASH FOUND THAT, THOUGH THE 
GOVERNMENT MAY CONTROL THE TOWNS, UNITA EXERCISES EFFECTIVE 
CONTROL OF THE TEXAS-SIZED COUNTRYSIDE AND ENJOYS BROAD 
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POPULAR SUPPORT AMONG THE OVIMBUNDO PEOPLE, THE DOMINANT 
TRIBE IN THE SOUTH AND THE LARGEST ONE IN THE COUNTRY 
OVERALL. UNITA LEADER JONAS SAVIMBI NOW INTENDS TO FORM A 
CONVENTIONAL ARMY QUOTE TO EIGHT THE CUBANS UNQUOTE, WHO 
STICK TO THE TOWNS; BY HIS COUNT THEY HAVE LOST 1,000 MEN 
SINCE THE GOVERNMENT OF AGOSTINHO NETO TOOK POWER. THE WAR, 
A SPASMODIC BUT SAVAGE AFEAIR, COULD GO ON INDEFINITELY, 
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REPORTER DASH BELIEVES. 

SO MUCH EOR THE QUOTE SOVIET STRONGHOLD UNQUOTE THAT, IN 
1975, AMERICAN OEEICIALS CLAIMED ANGOLA WOULD BECOME IE THE 
CONGRESS HALTED SECRET SUPPORT EOR THE ANTI-NETO EORCES, AS 
IT DID. WITHOUT DEPENDING ON THE UNITED STATES, AND WITH 
HIS NATIONALIST CREDENTIALS PERHAPS ENHANCED EOR IT, 

MR SAVIMBI HAS STAYED IN THE FIELD. AND NOT ONLY UNITA IN 
THE SOUTH BUT FNLA IN THE NORTH GNAWS AT THE GOVERNMENT'S 
TERRITORY AND PRESTIGE. MR NETO RECENTLY SUEEERED THE 
EMBARRASSMENT OF HAVING TO ASK FOR MORE CUBANS TO KEEP HIM 
IN POWER. EVEN SO, LATE IN MAY A COUP WAS ATTEMPTED 
AGAINST HIM, BY AN EX-MINISTER PURPORTING TO BE MORE PRO- 
SOVIET THAN HE. 

IN FEBRUARY MR NETO ASKED THE NEW AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION 
EOR RECOGNITION. EOR WHATEVER REASON, THE ADMINISTRATION 
HUNG BACK FROM RESPONDING. THUS THE RUSSIANS AND CUBANS 
GOT THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE THE INEFEECTIVENESS OE 
THEIR PATRONAGE. NOW WITH THE LUANDA GOVERNMENT OBVIOUSLY 
NOT MEETING THE BASIC TEST OE CONTROLLING THE COUNTRY, 

RECOGNITION HAS RECEDED EURTHER INTO THE EUTURE. WE 
WOULD SAY THAT AMERICAN POLICY IS OP LITTLE RELEVANCE TO 
THE SITUATION IN ANGOLA. THE PORTUGUESE BEQUEATHED ANGO- 
LANS A BROKEN COUNTRY UNPREPARED TO GOVERN ITSELP AS A 
UNITARY NATION. THE TRIBES AND REGIONS ARE FIGHTING IT OUT. 
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AGAINST THIS STRUGGLE, AN EFPORT TO ESTABLISH INFLUENCE 
WITH ANY OP THE PACTIONS SEEMS OUT OP PLACE AND UNNECESSARY. 

THE UNITED STATES CAN DO LITTLE MORE THAN EXPRESS ITS 

SYMPATHY FOR THE ANGUISH OP ANGOLA-PROM THE SIDELINES. CHRISTOPHER 
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